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7th Grade Summer Reading Book Options 
This year in Language Arts, we will have an interwoven theme of overcoming inner conflicts. We all overcome struggles all the time! 

Choose one novel below that relates to our theme to kick-start our year! Please have this completed for the first day of the 
2018-2019 school year.Not completing the summer reading assignment will result in a significant negative impact on grades. 
Summer reading is not optional and there will be a graded assignment that needs to be turned in!!(Of course you can read more than one!) 
 
7 th Grade CHOOSE 1:  

Chasing Lincoln's Killer by James L Swanson  
Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the conspirators and the 
manhunters, CHASING LINCOLN'S KILLER is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild 
twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia. 

"This story is true. All the characters are real and were alive during the great manhunt of April 1865. Their words are authentic 

and come from original sources: letters, manuscripts, trial transcripts, newspapers, government reports, pamphlets, books 

and other documents. What happened in Washington, D.C., that spring, and in the swamps and rivers, forests and fields of 

Maryland and Virginia during the next twelve days, is far too incredible to have been made up." 

So begins this fast-paced thriller that tells the story of the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth and gives a day-by-day account of the wild 

chase to find this killer and his accomplices. Based on James Swanson's bestselling adult book MANHUNT: THE 12-DAY CHASE FOR LINCOLN'S 

KILLER, this young people's version is an accessible look at the assassination of a president, and shows readers Abraham Lincoln the man, the 

father, the husband, the friend, and how his death impacted those closest to him. 

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan  
Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and suddenly finds himself entwined in a puzzling 
quest involving a prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica. 
  
Decades later, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California each, in turn, become interwoven when the 
very same harmonica lands in their lives. All the children face daunting challenges: rescuing a father, protecting a brother, 
holding a family together. And ultimately, pulled by the invisible thread of destiny, their solo stories converge in an orchestral 
crescendo. 
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A Dog's Purpose by Bruce Cameron  
This is the remarkable story of one endearing dog's search for his purpose over the course of several lives. More than just another 
charming dog story, this touches on the universal quest for an answer to life's most basic question: Why are we here?  
 
Surprised to find himself reborn as a rambunctious golden haired puppy after a tragically short life as a stray mutt, Bailey's 
search for his new life's meaning leads him into the loving arms of 8 year old Ethan. During their countless adventures Bailey 
joyously discovers how to be a good dog. But this life as a beloved family pet is not the end of Bailey's journey. Reborn as a puppy 
yet again, Bailey wonders, will he ever find his purpose?  
 
Heartwarming, insightful, and often laugh out loud funny, this book is not only the emotional and hilarious story of a dog's many 
lives, but also a dog's eye commentary on human relationships and the unbreakable bonds between man and man's best friend. 
This story teaches us that love never dies, that our true friends are always with us, and that every creature on earth is born with a 
purpose. 

 

Max: Best Friend. Hero. Marine. by Jennifer Li Shotz  
This movie novelization of the soon-to-be major motion picture tells the story of a canine hero. 

When Justin's older brother, Kyle, is killed in Afghanistan, Justin can't believe that his brother is really gone. Except there's one 

thing that Kyle left behind… 

Max is a highly trained military canine who has always protected his fellow soldiers. But when he loses his handler and best 

friend, Kyle, Max is traumatized and unable to remain in the service. 

He is sent home to America, where the only human he connects with is Justin, and he is soon adopted by Kyle's family, essentially saving his life. 

At first Justin has no interest in taking care of his late brother's troubled dog. However, the two learn to trust each other, which helps the 

four-legged veteran become his heroic self once more. As the pair start to unravel the mystery of what really happened to Kyle, they find more 

excitement—and danger—than they bargained for. But they might also find an unlikely new best friend—in each other. 

Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper  
Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a photographic memory; she can remember every detail of 
everything she has ever experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults who try to diagnose her and smarter than her 
classmates in her integrated classroom - the very same classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged because she cannot 
tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she's determined to let everyone know it - somehow. 
 
In this breakthrough story, reminiscent of The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, from multiple Coretta Scott King Award-winner 
Sharon Draper, readers will come to know a brilliant mind and a brave spirit who will change forever how they look at anyone 
with a disability. 
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7th Grade Summer Reading Project Options 
Trifold Brochure OR Commercial 

 
Tri-Panel Book Report Brochure Instructions 
For this project, you will need a sheet of 8 ½ x 11 paper to create a brochure that demonstrates several literary aspects of the novel 
you read. Use the front and the back of the paper to complete each section of the brochure as described below. When finished, fold 
the paper so that you have three panels. Each panel should be clearly labeled as instructed below. Use the maximum amount of 
space available in each panel so that the brochure is visually interesting as well as informative. Pictures may be drawn, computer 
generated, or cut from sources. 
 

❖ PANEL 1: Cover of the brochure: This panel should prominently display the title and author of the book and some type of 
visual image that will entice the reader to look forward-perhaps a main scene from the novel. (Your name should be included, 
but not as a focal point). 

❖ PANEL 2: Main characters: This panel should include two pictures or symbolic images that characterize the protagonist and 
two pictures or symbolic images that represent the antagonist-along with one-or two-sentence captions for each picture. 

❖ PANEL 3: Setting: This panel should include a visual representation of the main setting of the book, along with a thorough 
written description. (You might also want to include a brief written summary of any alternate settings within the novel.) 

❖ PANEL 4: Plot: This panel should chart the elements of the plot in the book through a series of words and pictures. 
❖ PANEL 5: Main conflict and Resolution: This panel should clearly identify the conflict, the type of conflict and a brief summary 

of the resolution. Make sure to include some illustrations here as well-creativity counts! 
❖ PANEL 6: Theme: This panel should identify two themes of the novel. Use specific quotes from the novel to backup your 

opinion. 
 
 
 
 
 



Turovsky Summer Reading 
Kaila.Turovsky@BerkshireSchools.Org 

60 Second Commercial Instructions 
Advertising executives know how to effectively use persuasive writing to make their audience experience a wide variety of emotions. 
Think about commercials that you remember. Did the commercials make you laugh? Cry? Crave a particular food? Now it’s your turn 
to inspire! Your project is to create a 60 second book review commercial to persuade your peers to read (or not to read) the novel 
you completed for your summer reading assignment. 
Include: 

❖ The title of the book, the name of the author, and your name (the reviewer!) 
❖ A brief summary of what the novel is about and its genre. Don’t give away the resolution! 
❖ Main characters with brief introductions to each 
❖ Theme of the novel 
❖ One thing you enjoyed or hated and why 
❖ Who might be interested in this type of book 
❖ Put people in your commercial-people relate to other people 
❖ Plan out your video! Keep the script short! Music and video must match! 
❖ End with a call to action-make people want to buy the book now! 
❖ You must make sure the video is able to be opened with Windows Media Player or Google Drive 

 
Clarification of Literary Terms: 

★ Protagonist- Main character of the story 
★ Antagonist-A major person, place, or thing against the protagonist 
★ Characterize: To tell what kind of person someone is. For example, the protagonist of my book is compassionate because he 

helped another character who was in need. DO NOT simply describe what the character looks like or what he/she can do. 
★ Setting-Time and place of the story 
★ Plot-Major events that make up a story=plot. Elements include exposition, narrative hook, rising action, climax, falling action, 

resolution. 
★ Conflict. Struggle or problem in the story. Different types include character vs character:one character struggles with another 

character. Character vs society: one character struggling with rules or aspect of society. Character vs nature: character 
struggling with force of nature. Character vs self: character struggling with internal problem. 

★ Theme: lessons about life that the author teaches throughout the story; For example: value of friendship 
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Brochure and Commercial Rubric 

 

  Points Possible Points Earned 

Concise, Neat, Follows Directions 10 points  

Details, Accuracy, Clarity 50 points  

Grammar (spelling), Effective Tone and 
Persuasion 

10 points  

Creativity 30 points  

Total   100 points  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


