
CP English IV Summer Reading Assignment 
(35 points) 

 

Assignments should be typed and completed in MLA format. They will be collected during the first week 
of school. Be prepared to complete work related to the summer reading in class. 

 

1. Choose one novel from the list below 
 

a. The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Steven Chbosky 
The critically acclaimed debut novel from Stephen Chbosky, Perks follows observant 
“wallflower” Charlie as he charts a course through the strange world between adolescence 
and adulthood. First dates, family drama, and new friends. Sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show. Devastating loss, young love, and life on the fringes. Caught between trying to 
live his life and trying to run from it, Charlie must learn to navigate those wild and 
poignant roller-coaster days known as growing up. 

 

b. The Road by Cormac McCarthy 
The Road is a Pulitzer Prize winner and  is the profoundly moving story of a journey. It 
boldly imagines a future in which no hope remains, but in which the father and his son, 
"each the other's world entire," are sustained by love. Awesome in the totality of its vision, it 
is an unflinching meditation on the worst and the best that we are capable of: ultimate 
destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the tenderness that keeps two people alive in the 
face of total devastation. 

 

c. The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold 
When we first meet 14-year-old Susie Salmon, she is already in heaven. This was before 
milk carton photos and public service announcements, she tells us; back in 1973, when 
Susie mysteriously disappeared, people still believed these things didn't happen. In the 
sweet, untroubled voice of a precocious teenage girl, Susie relates the awful events of her 
death and her own adjustment to the strange new place she finds herself. With love, 
longing, and a growing understanding, Susie watches her family as they cope with their 
grief…and begin the difficult process of healing. In the hands of a brilliant novelist, this 
story of seemingly unbearable tragedy is transformed into a suspenseful and touching 
story about family, memory, love, heaven, and living. 
 

d. Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger  
The hero-narrator of this classic novel is an ancient child of sixteen, a native New Yorker 
named Holden Caulfield. Through circumstances that tend to preclude adult, secondhand 
description, he leaves his prep school in Pennsylvania and goes underground in New York 
City for three days. 
 

2. Keep a journal 
a. In a double-entry journal, copy down ten phrases or sentences from the novel that you find 

significant (include page numbers). Next, explain the significance of your quote (how it 
connects with a theme within the novel, how it is an example of a character’s growth, etc.). 
Your comments should be thorough and thoughtful. 

 

3. Write a short analysis 
a. In MLA style, type one page discussing the significance of the novel’s title. Why did the 

author choose it? Is it symbolic? Is it ironic? How? Once you’ve done this, explain how the 
ending of the novel changes or adds meaning to the title. 

   



 
AP English Summer Reading Assignment 

(40 points) 
 

Assignments should be typed and completed in MLA format. They will be collected during the 
first week of school. Be prepared to complete work related to the summer reading in class. 
 

1. Purchase and read Thomas C. Foster’s book How to Read Literature Like a 
Professor. 

 

a. As you read chapter by chapter, take notes, highlight, and annotate--you 
will be using it for future assignments.  This book is a very user-friendly, 
and will significantly help you analyze all pieces of literature. 

 

2. Purchase (or borrow) and read the 1952 American novel Invisible Man by Ralph 
Ellison (I have copies available). 

 

a. Read carefully and annotate (highlight and note) as you read.  When you 
complete the reading and annotating, choose three of Foster’s theories (or 
chapters, if you will) and use those ideas to analyze the novel.  For each of 
the three of Foster’s tenets with which you choose to analyze Invisible Man 
you should write one detailed analytical paragraph (for a total of 3 
paragraphs). Label each paragraph with the title of the chapter you are 
using. 

 
3. Purchase (or borrow) and read The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca 

Skloot. 
 

a. This novel is an example of creative nonfiction and will help prepare you to 
identify and analyze rhetorical techniques used in such pieces. Read 
carefully and annotate (highlight and note) as you read, taking particular 
note of the ways in which the author effectively conveys her message. Once 
you have finished the reading, type (in MLA style) one page focussing on 
one strategy Rebecca Skloot uses to tell her story in a way that resonates 
with her readers. To accurately complete this assignment, you first need to 
identify and explain what message Skloot is trying to convey. We will go 
over specific rhetorical devices in detail this year in class, so right now, you 
can focus on more general strategies such as appealing to emotion or ethics, 
characterization, tone, etc. 

 


